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Government response to the 2019 Healthy Prison Review 
of the Alexander Maconochie Centre tabled 

 

In a response tabled today, the ACT Government has agreed to 61 of the 71 recommendations directed 

to ACT government agencies made by the ACT Inspector of Correctional Services in the 2019 Healthy 

Prison Review of the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC). Two other recommendations were for the 

ACT Human Rights Commission to consider.  

“This positive response from the ACT Government will lead to significant improvements for detainees 

and staff at the AMC,” Mr McAllister said.  

“We have already seen some encouraging progress at the AMC since the review was tabled in 

November 2019, such as the notification of updated and revised policies and procedures.” 

“We look forward to continuing to monitor the implementation of these recommendations  to ensure 

their objectives are met.” 

“We plan to do this publicly by maintaining a report on our website that tracks the implementation of 

the recommendations.”  

However, the Inspector also notes that some systemic issues identified in the review will not be easy 

to resolve. 

The report found that high detainee numbers and the large number of cohorts that do not mix create 

difficulties across the AMC, including reducing time out of cells and restricting access to work and 

education. Resolving these issues will require work in the broader justice sector as the AMC cannot 

control how many detainees enter the centre.   

The Inspector also remains concerned about some key issues identified in the Healthy Prison Review, 

such as the female accommodation at the AMC, and will continue to monitor these closely.  

“We acknowledge the work being done with the development of the Women Offenders Framework 

but will continue to closely monitor the situation for the women detainees to ensure significant 

improvements are made to their daily life.”  



MEDIA RELEASE 
21 MAY 2020 

 

ics.act.gov.au 

 

In addition, the concerns of Court Transport Unit staff about escorting children and young people are 

being further explored in the review of the Court Transport Unit currently being conducted by the 

Inspector.   

The Inspector will conduct the next Healthy Prison Review of the AMC in 2021.  

For more information  
Please contact Neil McAllister, ACT Inspector of Correctional Services, on 1800 932 010 or 

ics@act.gov.au. 


